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Recent studies have confirmed that the pronunciation errors made by overseas 
students contain characteristics of countries, and therefore the research of the phonetic 
errors based on the country can make the pronunciation teaching better and more 
effective. At present, there isn’t much research available focused on the phonetic 
errors made by French students, and even those studies lack interactive observation 
and are therefore incomplete. This article is based on the research others have done 
and completed by personal interactive experiments. 
Firstly, this article compares and contrasts Chinese and French vowel and 
consonant systems, predicts common student errors. After an analysis of students’ 
voice tests, this article summarizes pronunciation trends, and recommends strategies 
for teaching Chinese prononciation to French students.  
The study found that the biggest problem when pronouncing single vowels is that 
French students pronounce with their mouth too closed, too rounded, and the tongue 
too close to the teeth. The three hardest vowels to pronounce are [ɣ], [ɿ], [ʅ]. When 
pronouncing multiple vowels the French students have difficulty with the duration of 
the sound. And the nasal sound is also a difficulty. When pronoucing consonants, the 
French have difficulties with throat, respiration, palatability, and the rolling of letters, 
in addition they can’t differentiate similar sounding consonants. With respect to 
intonation, the French confused the intonation of words with that of sentences. The 
vast majority of French students, when reading a short sentence, will read in a rising 
tone, whereas long sentences are divided into short sentences, and each phrase is read 
in rising tone. 
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